Exploring the role of an acute pain specialist nurse in the Royal Navy.
There is a strong research base to support the value and importance of acute pain management. There have been significant improvements in this specialty in the NHS since the introduction of acute pain teams in the early 1990s. The Armed Forces have embraced the concept more recently, and are making progress in this valuable area. This article examines the role of an acute pain specialist nurse in the Royal Navy and the importance of high quality, evidence-based pain management in the Armed Forces. The value of a military specialist nurse working as an integral part of a large NHS trust and how that relates to an operational role in the Royal Navy is also explored. The article draws conclusions about the importance of retaining senior specialist nurses in the clinical setting in order to ensure that the Armed Forces have access to up-to-date clinical expertise, especially when medical staff are deployed in operational roles.